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Treasury Department, 

Office of the Director of the Mint, 
September 6, 1880 

A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 

Supt. U.S. Mint, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Sir: - 


I will thank you to furnish this office with the following information in reference to the 
cost and time consumed at your Mint in melting silver bullion. 


Ist. The cost per day for anthracite coal sufficient to make 40,000 ounces of ingots. 


2nd. The time consumed in melting a melt of silver ingots and the number of ounces 
contained in a melt. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 
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[Letter Two:] 
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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

September 8, 1880 


Sir, 


In response to your letter of the 7th Inst. I have calculated the cost of anthracite required 
to melt 40,000 oz. silver bullion into Coin-Ingots from a month’s operations. 


1. The cost of Anthracite in melting 40,000 = oz. of silver bullion was $3.88, but the 
product is only one half in coin, or 20,000 oz. 


2. With good coal and lively demand for coin, the time required for making one of our 
melts, of 3200 oz., is 1 1/6 @ 1 4 hours. Where coal is inferior a melt may demand | % hours. 


Very respectfully yours, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Dr. John L. Le Conte 
Acting Superintendent. 


